o you know, kids who'di

. Z%iGTHnR ) BA&

and commeraahsm BDi-

E}{ WitH QUTL AWz
The holiday mixes sennment An indoor footbalt league gives
l gradsanothex chance ¢i .

- Betting the papers
sngued to.drop our,”
Boiardman,
:pinching h:s ﬁngc:s together.

~“But I couldn’t do it My family
~-and friends talked me out of it.™:

- An alterparive school was his
- option, hut ke was wary of going
hatfoure,
I thoyghr ; timy were fnr klds
. who didn't care and wanted o,
didbad
things. After awhile, I muld see
* it wasn't just for kids who got in
- ‘trouble but kxds who dldn’tﬁ -
in —like me,” E
is among a grow-

'1997 to 630 in 2007. Snedents in
 alternative schools represent mst
- sal fracden of districts” . o
: overall snudent body — i-anamg ’
- from five 10 *D students in each

ing p0p tion of smdems
enrolled in alternative schooks | in
the region. In the last 10 years,

-.:the aumber of alternative pro- -

grams in the state has more than
" tripled, Jumpmg from 194 in .

could cost three rimes a5 much

. a.uhca&cragesrudcnh w

-Education for strupuve Youth
- report says the bulk of students .

in alrernative schoul programs
“fail in the regular classroom
environment because they
become frustrated, yci oul in a

F“_"Tv!scanlfuﬁ
Suspension
Expu&s&un

dzsrunmemannerm dre i

-ant.” Sorme students have been
-expelled for fights, defying
authority.or bringing weapons
to school Some have a crimninal
past and an alternative schoot is

. their st chanee to get back on
;. track. But a growing number of
“'students are being referred to
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School

Consinued from Fage A 1

sehools because of mental
Bealth or anxdery issues.
“They have rhe wapabilise to
Iearn, but atha mmgs are gat-
ting in the way,” suid Quaker-
town Hizh School principal
Maria Gaidm:, whu placed
about eieht students in alterna
nve programs last veas “Some-
06 hay gl panic ks when
swalking into ciass or sormeone
Ty résort fa selfanurilation
because of amxdery and nred 3
mers therapeutis sivkanment,
We are not egnipped 1w handle
thar.™
Bul the paing is to Lelp tham,
“not get rid of them,” fie suid,
Ln facr, one of the high schoal's
five counselors s taskad with
Keeping tabs or studer
behavioral  and  academic
progress in altermative educa.
uen, “We want ta ger fiem the
personal intervention  ¢hey
nced to keep thern ouc of erisis.
sinations ard dien dring them
back 10 the main scheol,” he
said, .

Annual state neporis, howey-
z:r, show d-m whilee g

=

Asﬁrey Christman, 18, of \‘i{\m-lmszer,
‘.’e_llethuh Sckool. Chad

Drelaw,

p.lbllﬂ.‘schb{]! hdsﬂ.n Aave rav-.alDeIanare Valic)

or 20000, tepending ugon (he
service md Suppore 3 sn.d

Tequires.

- Sull, stare fundnr'v isa't
expeeied b mme o rhe resme
aay ms soon. Mary Ramicer,
director of studens services far.
the Pennsylvasia Dcpar-mm:

zetwrn ta their public
schools and only about 9 por-
cent graduate Srill, eozollmeny
in alterpative education peo-

grams has grown from 5,049 in

'fJ? to nearly 29,601 in 2604,

Though akernasive education
programs and owaber of -
dents served ace oo the nise,
fundiog has nou pe pace, fore-
iog magy distdcrs {n .hu lawe
%05 o close in-howe pro
ghumms.

State ‘per-pupil speudmg for
aliernanve dueation deopped
From 31 9501 in 2004 10 53,000
in 2007, with the bl ufpn:—
gmms' eNpense coming fTom
local schoal district axcs. Edu.
g an aema tudent
coutd wast an 1dr'1|mm1 Sw

of Eduzmiic said the state is
mare dikely. tosinvest in garly
childeod programs than iden-
Uy students who are at risk for
behavierat 2nd academic grnh-
less, Such progroms, she said,
“may prevent students fram

“baving to Jemter alu.rnamc
s

schoo

cu'bwuzcing educaﬂun
The state made iz 2asior for

districts i save money i1 1999

when it passed Act 48, 2 meas-

Ture allowing districes mu—

Lwck with nrjvacs providers,
lmanyofnhndu:mpm reachers
=
reguirerents, :
- Faci 3 of
Tunds with an increased foad of
requirensedts bronghe on By
Mo Child Lefe Behind por 1

-smain 4o an alwrnatl

and [oosm mmrgauun A

[ lm.«n-rmn.w

hss Iz;rﬁuge-prm( m..;,ur'ed as she checks inat
stye, who near ﬂunLni wo gradcs fu‘ Sk]pp]ﬂ"

gramn that Centennial School
District can, When it contacr-
ed with 2 .privawe. provider,
Delawars Valiey High Schoui,
BRI werz et hy Riote thy i
kit percent. ‘loday, doiins of
schools fn the regron contmet
with private providers imstead
of bosting in-house programs.
The progeam was fust To
=Xpensive, and the in-howse
dleerpative schonl s oo si
lur t the waditonal fowr “yeur
bigh schaol stoeciure, said

Secondary L:{m_:um\ at Ccn-
ennial.

: “Kids dide't see the light ac
the end GEthe mmng,” she said.
“In the past, there was a ten-
dency 1o have students rerry
the sume setting over and aver
agin. We peeded 1o find an
eteptable wuy to kelp them
meet mrukuton requireeits
withoul culting coraers that
world c"u;:m the diploma fmr_

oIK
At !8 ave public schons

Ta Place a Classiffed Ad Call 2153453010 N 215-957.9125 M 2155286352

. -Mlke Boardman plays hasketball oiside of Delawidre

. Valley High School. Boardman sarhezppremms the -

1 asd the

smaller

he receiv 3

it the al:ernative schaol

toare opuons to Qustrce,
nearly doubling the oumber of
state-approved private

pro- Sady Homel, the Direcror of  Providers. Today, dozens of

PeagTams operat: in the rygion
some oMt of shapping cenres
serviug a hapdful of sazdurts
and sthers senving huodzds
fram 1 free-standing business.
Some providers offer progms
in prisons, detention centers
and deug treatmens pregrams.
Afl arograms arc o
follow st¥e urric
festing requirements, with dis-
uicts expeeted to mantivr their
qualizy. Hur they can offer more
lexibiiity than some public
schools can allow, requiring
fover manl s for teacher cor-
tificatians and fowet credits for
graduating  sentors,  Homet
sad, .o s
‘Mora time for me'
Alternative schouls, Homel
mil, can pur studeats on an
wcdm:«d track to thefr dipfo-
ma, offering nighrand summer
schoo! and eppostunitics 1o
raduate lhmug]'ﬂul the yeas
trileud of only in the spring.
“If you are truly abous altcr-
nuive educrtion, we need 1o
break the “mald that™ }m’J\
school equals four years,”
said “ think we've gnnen -a
better understanding 3f the His-
ruptive student. L

*She said the privars €0
are ible'1a pravide bigger sup-
port SIS and o smitfler stu-
denv-ro-pupit ratio, giving su-
slents the aftension and intem-
siva therapy they may need.

Torough “alteraative edizc-
tion, Bezrdman, £7, wis able to
ger help with “unper lssues™
duar ded 1o wg expulsions in
the past. He said the smaller
chisstoem sefting and personal
aitention at Delaware Valley
High School helped him get
through “elassas e never
wiperted 1o pass — such as
Agebza

“I hud this teacher Iere who
able to breax ivall down sa
{ wan ger it he alse had mare
<ime for me,” said Boardtaan,
sitting in el anc recent daw
“Hute, Fou @'t ger away with
not nising your hand, not
when there arcooly s or cighs
kids io oclass™

The :dded:u'c‘muu tiaugl,
comes with added restrictions.
The eovironmeny, he said, s

chearty differsns, bit he duesa't
mind. Detanare Vailes High
ol in an indesoial pocker |
Philadelphis looks like a
commergial bisiness fram irs -
exterior. The school's entrance
i far from the foyurs greeting
students in Lhe bucolic conter
of Bucks . Counry.  Studencs
mast gater throegh a metal
detecter, stone secmonics. —
cluding ‘oell -phones -dnd
Pods -~ in euside lovkers and
press | their -Aogertips over a
scancer tvice A day for o iden-
tity cheek.

“Te wane to ‘make sure our
kids re.coming 1o sehool and
ng” sid Tarah Doyle,
social suppert coordinaac for,
tie ‘schvol that serves public
and private smudents from
Dreloware, Bucks and Mont-
gomery cietics, “ISthey don'y
parents get two phone calis.
W're ner fust weiching over
them while (kex're here; most
times £ a smudent bis a peoc
arendance resord, theme is
semething Rappening eut of
scioal they may need.our belp
with”™ -

To dxs:numna Lrumq
school awnds studenrs gu‘[

pumn

crds 2ad certificates for good
sttendance. If 3 seudent keops 2
flawless atterlance record, he
or ske could win 3 {3pop 1€ the
eud of the vear. Achley Christ-
gy, M, whe scurly Sunked
o grades in gie public schoal
for siipping schaol, has an 3
average and miakes it o school
day and night to ich up on
lost credits.
Adifferest way to leam
. Chrisman szid she conldn't
celate” at her old sehol. She
ad a tough time absorbing les-
sans fram a book, adding Uiz
she needed more sxphuined
Ske dide’e libe husving v gt up
‘el So she woeld bead w
school for the firL two hours,
wheck out and recarn rome 10

Cesleep. ‘And Chrisimun, who

works 1 full-dme job in land-
5caping, sud she dida't fit in
with the colre of sudeats -
Swho '-mc\mﬂnngp:ud forby
Lheu'p:nL 5"

“At one peint, [ wld them [
yafuse 1o come back. I just
couldm't relate, and F wanted
cur, buag my mom wadked with
the gtidance counselor, and |
they pur e bere ®

“Fhough she failed her saphs-
imore year a1 Wiltism Tearent
figh School, she was able 10
rch up during the night pro-
grun at Delaware Valley High
FSchoul “This really wve me
ot chance to gradusce”
she seict “Now [ can Bnish and
join the Adr Force, which is
whar [ really wanito do.. .. but §
nveded a diploma o enlist™

Cemtral “Bucks  Districr
Sup:ri::lende:n Robert Laws

szid 2 Dexible schedule may ke
whar some students need
suced.

“I thing weil sec mnrc-:.nd
more ways far stedens o e
3 diplema, aml that's a gowt
thing” sald Laws “We kpow
we have kids wlo uns not able
10 get their needs mer with 25
fdde in :.!.mmr.m in 90-
minuz classes,

* Right 20w, Ceiral Bucks is
considering an in-house alter-
nuive “Tsilight” program,
which would run from 3 106:30
P and serve students who
ar: failing in the tuditional
schoal serting. While the pro-
posal is sull iz the discussion
phase. the scheal would share
-seme similarizes with Nerth
Peon School District’s in-
bouse 11m—n:mu: program,
praed fve e ago .
‘and -ma )0 stdents a yeao

e Twilight school would
‘alsu give studenty, who may be
short oz or two eredtits seeded
W gridiede, wm oppertuaity o
cutel op. “We want it to be Jif-
feeent, ofcring an alternative
patbway fior sfudents whe ae
a0 doing wetl in tha radition-
ol modad ™

*"Today, Boardman said going
the altersatve school rouic
chargrd his fumupe
" “I'm doing something here
“Now I bave my by set on 2
‘tarerz. Working on cars is what
L iova-ta do. Tm geing the
chance o do it said Board-
man, who is eeplosing the
saboal’s voraGomsd program.
thank people consently for
chuying my mind acd helping
ma stiek with school ... Hers
sthool &5 aot shout who

N
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like or disli we'reall I:h:c-u:lr
Uiy sama reason: 19 gt things
doge — 10 ger :ou_gh il

and start our )

LK

Marien Callaham cae ba reuchad
#4(215) MBALSE or
* menllana0pn Ty RUmA roue.




