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s tough for someids to do
well in'School

By Tom Wazring .
Times Staff Writer”

The folks at Delaware Valley High Schodl in Somerton
like to say that, "We are altemarive education,”

Theschool, located at 13550 Bustleton Ave. (at Petoni
Place), has been in existence for 87 years: At one time, it
was a private school where parents paid tuition.

Today, the school educates about 180 ninth- to 12t
grade boys and girls from Philadelphia and Bucks and
Montgomery counties. .

Parents can still pay tition to send their ¢hild to the
school, but miost of the students are “atrisk,” in need of
behavioral, emotional, academic and/or special ednca-
tion services. Many have struggled at past schools because
of anexaused absences, poor grades and disciplinary
problems. - : :

The interior and exterior of the school are tiny, but
Iatge enough to offer asmall class size, personal attention
and extensive guidance for all students. C

This year, school president David Shulick instimted a
Truaney Prevendon Program fo reward smdents who
have stellar attendance records. The students, long with
thelr parents, won gift cards for coming to schoo] and
arriving on time.

Nick Phares took the program seriously The 16year
old from Crispin Gardens had perfect attendance all year
and was never late. In fact, he was usually ezdly.

In addition, he maintained a 5.3 gradepoint average
and didn’t have any beharioral incidents.

For his efforts, Phares won an Acer laptop computer.

Last week, DVHS director and chief academic officer
Mattie Thompson presented the teenager with the com-
puter o
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Delaware Valley High School student Niek Phares with his new laptop, which he was awarded for his academic achievements over

HE DIiD THE BARE ESSENTIALS

Phures said he followed 3 simple formula this acade-
spicyear, . . e '

“Twent to school and did mywork,” he said

Delavare Velley High Schoot officjals say their model
isworking sowell that they will open a Bucks County cam-
pus dwing the 200708 academic year. At some point in
the fu.tuxc, sites will open inMontgomery and Delaware
CO‘IJJI!IS. . - .

Thoropson said the school conducts intake interviews
with stugents and their paregts, then develops an indi-
vidualized learning plan. T

Staff trdes fo develop a rapport with the smdents o
mezke them feel important snd easé their transition, For
many students from rough neighborhdods and troubled
homes, the. building is a safe haven ’ -

Academically, Thompson said, the school tdes to
make stadents “challenged, bat not frustrated,” A

In the case of Phares, Thompson fornd a smart, quiet
tzen who zespecied his teachers and fellow students and
didn’t ise any foul langnage. ’

“He was 4 positive role model to other students,” she
said.

Added social support coordinator Tarah Doyle: “Since
Septenaber, he was always focused on academics.”

Classes nn from 9 am. to 1 p.m. at DVHS, with time
for a break, 2 study period and a short lunch. The year is
divided inio two semesters. -

Phates woke up on his own dy. Eathy Eelly, the
boy’s moan, d.ruvephim w‘sghoo?;gst days. b

The stadent took classes in world bistory, English, alge-
bra, biclogy, chemistry and music theory. His faverite sub-
Jectis English. He excelled in all subjects, though algebra
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the past schoal year.

gave him a litde trouble ; -
CONCENTRATED ENVIRONMENT ... . ;

Phares said he did well, in part, because there are
fewer distractions at DVHS as 6pposed to 2 large public
bigh school. Paying attention was easier beciuse he; did-
n't have neighborbood friends to take his;mind off his
work. o
“The dassrooms are smaller; and the day is not as
long,” he said.

Eelly said her son, who atiended public schools before
arniving at DVHS, has made great progress. -

“He’s learned a lot more at Delawaré Valiey,' she said.
“T've scenhim do more homework than 2f other schools.
I'm very proud of bire. He did really well this year and
camed the Iaptop.” .

Phares said the environment at DVHS is.conducive to
academic achievement. R

‘Most peoplewho go here do their work” he said, “It’s
a different afrnosphere. The teachers get you to under-
stand what they're talking about.” N N

Besideg working hard in the dassroom, Pharés puts in
35 to 40 hours a week at Wawa, He's eager to1se hisnew
laptop to play gatnes, surf the Internet and send email

. and instant messages to his fiiends. He no longer has o

share the family desktop computer with his two brothers,
In September, he'll Begin his junior year of high
school and is looking forward to graduation in 2009, He
might go to college or, mére likely, a trade schoal,
T eventually want to get in the union to be an electr-
dian,” he said. “That seems like an mteresting job.” «»
For mare informution. about Delaware Vallyy High School
visit wanadvhs.org



